
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JUNE 12, 2018, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Karey Amon said she would like all to call upon their better selves and 
she gave a little speech. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Vice Mayor Warner led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 
Present: Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Swart, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Hager. 

STAFF PRESENT: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; 
Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

Heather Caton, Quartzsite resident, announced that she came to share a new initiative 
for this summer for MyLaPaz.org. 

Shanana Rain Golden-bear reminded the community that this Saturday, June 16, 2018, 
the first fund-raiser for Buck Connors Days would take place at the Community Center. 
She said it would be on the Chambers' Face Book Page. 

2. CONSENT AGENDA:

A. MINUTES - Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Regular
Meeting of January 9, 2018.

B. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following check series: (Payroll) 42656-42665 totaling $76,941.16, (Accounts
Payable) 42666, 42669-42725 totaling $83,324.58, (Voided) 42667-42668
Printer Error

C. IGA WITH LA PAZ COUNTY FOR 2018 ELECTIONS Consider approval of an
Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between La Paz County and the Town of
Quartzsite for the Primary Election to be held August 28, 2018 and the General
Election to be held on November 6, 2018.
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Council Member Swart asked about check number 43227 for Bingham Equipment. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff explained that is payment for the taxes on the Kabota 
tractor, because it was quoted as if the Town was tax-exempt. 

Council Member Schue asked why the IGA is on the Consent Agenda. 

Town Manager Ferguson explained it is common to see these types of IGAs on consent 
agendas. 

Council Member Swart moved to approve the Consent Agenda as presented and 
Council Member Goldberg seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion 
Carried. 

BUSINESS: 

3. IGA WITH LA PAZ COUNTY FOR ON-CALL BUILDING INSPECTIONS AND
PLAN REVIEW SERVICES - Consider approval of an Intergovernmental
Agreement (IGA) between La Paz County and the Town of Quartzsite for On-Call
Building Inspections and Plan Review Services with a term expiring three years
from date of execution unless extension of this Agreement is agreed to by both
parties.

Town Manager Ferguson said the County has been providing this service for us for some 
time without an IGA in place. He said we requested that they start providing for us this 
inspection service. He said we are in fact trying to get our staff better certified and better 
educated, so they can start taking on some of this on the residential side; but in the 
meantime, we are calling upon the County. He said this is to memorialize what we are 
already doing. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if the agreement is going to go back to when we started asking. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that the answer to that is yes; we have a list of every 
inspection that they have done. 

Mayor Simpson asked if those are items that they have not billed for yet because they 
were waiting for an IGA. 

Town Manager Ferguson answered there are some of those because the IGA was not in 
place. He indicated the Town pays for the service, but the Town does collect fees from 
the people requiring the inspections. 

Council Member Goldberg asked about the error in the IGA on Page 4, Item A, where it 
says Town of Parker instead of Town of Quartzsite. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we caught it and thanked Council Member Goldberg. 
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Mayor Simpson opened the item for public comment. 

There was a discussion of allowing Steve Poole to speak even though he did not turn in 
a Request to Speak form. 

Steve Poole, of the Roadrunner Market, said he is addressing a highly negative review 
posted on Google from Council Member BearCat. He responded to the criticism and 
asked what caused the Council Member to post that review. 

Vice Mayor Warner moved to approve the IGA with La Paz County for On-Call Building 
Inspections and Plan Review Services. Council Member Swart seconded the motion. 
The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

4. ADDENDUM TO THE TOWN'S EXISTING IGA WITH LA PAZ COUNTY FOR
MANUFACTURED HOUSING INSPECTIONS AS AGREED UPON IN LA PAZ
COUNTY'S IGA WITH THE ARIZONA DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING OFFICE
OF MANUFACTURED HOUSING - Consider approval of an Addendum to the
existing Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) between the Town and La Paz
County working with the Office of Manufactured Housing for manufactured housing
inspections.

Town Manager Ferguson explained this is an addendum which essentially takes care of 
two issues; he said one is that we previously passed an agreement with the State, so that 
we could go ahead, and we could take care of these inspections at the local level. He 
said then, the next thing that happened was that the State entered into an agreement with 
the County. He said, in that we do not have the expertise in our offices to do this, we 
determined that we would just go ahead and modify the IGA that we have, so that the 
County can take care of these inspections for us. He said the State requires this 
addendum to tie those things together. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that this is for homes that are being set and or modified 
and therefore there could be some issue with whether or not they are being set by 
manufacturing standards. He said this will now allow the County to do the inspections for 
us. 

Mayor Simpson explained that those homes must be inspected before a Certificate of 
Occupancy is issued. 

Council Member Swart asked if the dates would be changed to reflect the current year. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we will not change the dates, the signing of the addendum 
is dated. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if the County charges the Town when they come out to 
do these inspections. 
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Town Manager Ferguson responded that in accordance with the other IGA, the Town will 
pay a fee. 

Council Member Swart moved to approve the Addendum to the Town's existing IGA 
with La Paz County for manufactured housing inspections as agreed upon in La Paz 
County's IGA with the Arizona Department of Housing Office of Manufactured Housing. 
Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

5. TRANSIT DEPARTMENT REQUEST TO USE REQUEST FOR BID PROCESS
FOR THE PURCHASE OF SCHEDULING SOFTWARE - Consider approval to
publish a Request for Bids for the purchase of transit scheduling software.

Town Manager Ferguson asked that this item be pulled from this agenda. He said it will 
probably be on the agenda for the next meeting. 

6. KOFA WELL IMPROVEMENTS BID - Discussion and possible approval of a
contract with AZCA Drilling and Pump, Inc. for removal of existing Kofa Well pump,
including bowls, column, motor and associated components; and replacing with
new bowls, column, motor and associated components for a complete well system.

Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director, said we went to bid on the project and only 
received one bid in the amount of $76,696. He said the bid package was reviewed and 
references were checked; he stated it is a budgeted item and was budgeted for $120,000. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff said he is asking for approval to proceed on the Kofa 
Well. 

Vice Mayor Warner commented that she was glad they were from Ehrenberg because it 
keeps it close to Quartzsite. 

Council Member Swart asked how long the project would take. 

Public Works Brinkerhoff responded that in the bid documents, it is a total of 60 days to 
complete, but the actual down time is only 72 hours that they can have the well down. 

Council Member Swart said the contract time is not filled in. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said it was included, undoubtedly, in the bid documents, and that 
is the date that would be filled in, whatever was in the bid documents. 

Council Member BearCat asked if there is a contingency plan. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff said no we do not have a contingency plan. He said the 
Quail Trail Well will sustain the Town during the summertime. 

There was a discussion of what wouid happen in case of disaster. 
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Vice Mayor Warned asked if it is in the 2017 Budget and Public Works Director Brinkerhoff 
answered yes. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the contract with AZCA Drilling and 
Pump, Inc. for removal of existing Kofa Well pump, including the bowls, column, motor 
and associated components; and replacing with new bowls, column, motor and 
associated components for a complete well system. Vice Mayor Warner seconded the 
motion. The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

7. PURCHASE OF NEW TANK FOR DITCH WITCH - Discussion and possible
approval to purchase a new tank to replace the tank on the Ditch Witch that was
built in 2004.

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff said he brought the Ditch Witch for the Council to see. 
He explained that it is a vital piece of equipment and it is rusting apart. He said the tank 
needs to be replaced. He said that the machine, with the addition of the new tank and 
continued maintenance, may last another twenty years. He said it is a budgeted item. 

He listed several uses of the Ditch Witch. 

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff said that in an emergency situation it is a non-evasive 
way of locating lines. 

Public Works Director· Brinkerhoff said he is going to order the parts and staff will do all 
the work. 

Council Member Schue moved to approve the purchase of the new tank for the Ditch 
Witch and Council Member Swart seconded the motion. The vote was unanimous. 
Motion Carried. 

8. PURCHASE OF WATER METERS TO BEGIN REPLACEMENT PROGRAM -
Discussion and possible action to approve the purchase of approximately 60 water
meters to begin the water meter replacement program.

Public Works Director Brinkerhoff said we are looking at starting a meter replacement 
program. He explained that within the Town, there are approximately 1,000 meters and 
we are now looking at 70 meters that are from 2003 and older. He said each meter 
generally has a 15-20-year lifespan. He said he would like to replace, on average, 60 
meters per year. This year there are some commercial meters and some residentials to 
be replaced. These are the same types of meters that the Town has purchased in the 
past, Badger meters. 

There was a discussion about the utility audits. 

There was a discussion of how the meters are read electronically with discussion of how 
ail the serial numbers and identifications are in the computer. 
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Council Member BearCat said her point is the Town had a guy going around, walking all 
over a property, without notification, and had to be shown where things were, so they only 
went to where they are supposed to go. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that really would not have anything to do with our water 
meters. 

Council Member BearCat responded that it did because they are reading the backflows 
in the water meters. 

Council Member Goldberg said when you sign up for an account, you are giving 
permission. 

Council Member BearCat said not to wander your property; you are giving permission to 
go to that meter and look at it, not to wander your property. 

Mayor Simpson reviewed the agenda item. 

Council Member Goldberg said it might not be a bad idea to do a press release letting the 
community know that the Town is replacing some of the older meters so that people know 
that it is possible that they may show a little more usage. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he thought that was something we could get out with the 
Utility billing and perhaps to the actual properties that will have replacements. 

Mayor Simpson said it might be a good opportunity to tell the public that there might be 
someone wandering their property. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it is in the current budget. 

Mayor Simpson asked for the correct number of meters for the motion. 

There was a discussion about 73 meters for this first year and approximately 60 meters 
per year after that. 

Emmett Brinkerhoff explained that the total includes 73 ¾-inch meters, 5 2-inch meters 
and 5 transponders. 

Council Member Swart moved to approve the quote from Yuma Winnelson for the 
replacement of the meters as listed and Council Member Hager seconded the motion. 
The vote was unanimous. Motion Carried. 

9. FIREARMS IN TOWN PARK- Discussion and possible direction to staff regarding
regulation of firearms in the Park.

Town Manager Ferguson explained the concern is making our policies consistent with 
State law. 
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Town Attorney Goodwin said the question came up in the context of the Park Rules and 
the ordinance that reflects the Park Rules. She said your current ordinance, with respect 
to parks and weapons, prohibits the use of firearms in parks, unless specifically 
authorized by permit. She said this was reflected in the list of rules. She said the question 
came up about the extent of the Town's authority to regulate firearms in the Town's parks. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said the statutes divide activities into possessing and carrying 
firearms and discharging firearms. She explained that there are different abilities to 
regulate those two kinds of activities; with respect to discharging firearms, you can 
restrict, you could prohibit the discharge of firearrrJs with limited exceptions, probably not 
applicable to the Quartzsite Park, but it would be in the situation of a shooting range; but 
another exception is self-defense, as in an animal attack. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said to the Council that it can restrict, prohibit, the discharge of 
firearms in parks. She explained that the other basket of activities is possessing and just 
carrying firearms; there your abilities to regulate are more limited. She said, generally, if 
you are 18 or-over, you cannot be prohibited from carrying under the statute, from carrying 
the firearm into the Park. She said there are exceptions, and one exception is you may 
prohibit an unaccompanied minor from carrying a firearm into the Park. She explained 
that an unaccompanied minor is someone that is not accompanied by a parent, guardian, 
or someone like a certified instructor; however, if you are between the ages of 14 and 17, 
irrespective of that, there are certain things you have to be permitted to carry a firearm 
for, and those are to participate in hunting, marksmanship, or farming activities. 

Mayor Simpson asked about exceptions for special events such as Buck Connors Days 
with showmen coming in acting out gun fights using movie stunt pistols with blanks. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said a firearm is defined as a loaded or unloaded handgun, pistol, 
revolver, rifle, shotgun or other weapon that will expel, is designed to expel, or can expel 
an explosive. She said, so if it is a stunt gun, that is not it and would not be covered; so, 
it would not be a firearm under the statute. 

Mayor Simpson explained that it would have an explosive, but not a projectile. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said the other possibility is that the statute does provide for 
special permits issued by the Chief of Police. 

Council Member BearCat asked how that fits with ARS 13-3108. 

Town Attorney Goodwin replied that is the statute she was reading from. 

Council Member BearCat said it says cities and towns are prohibited from banning 
firearms in parks, therefore depending on your age, you may carry open concealed in 
local parks, all other prohibitions against discharging firearms - here Town Attorney 
Goodwin began to speak. 
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Town Attorney Goodwin asked Council Member BearCat which section she was reading 
from. 

Council Member BearCat responded ARS 13-3108. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said under paragraph GS, it relates to the ability to limit or prohibit 
the discharge of firearms in parks and preserves. She said that is why she divided this 
into the baskets of possessing and carrying, for which there are few restrictions, unless 
you are a minor, and discharge; you can prohibit discharge with certain exceptions. 

Council Member BearCat said there are other weapons listed in the list that emit 
projectiles. 

Town Attorney Goodwin replied that those are not covered under this statute. 

Council Member BearCat said you can carry a firearm, but you cannot discharge it in the 
Park. 

Town Attorney Goodwin responded, generally, yes, with some exceptions. 

There was some discussion with the Chief regarding weapons used in shows. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said the Chief would have to issue a special permit for the person 
in the show. 

Chief Ponce advised the Council that would be just handled the same way that he and 
the Town Manager handle the fireworks issue. The Chief asked that he be corrected if he 
was wrong. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that is part of what we are trying to accomplish with our 
events application and this is just one more thing we will add to it. 

Mayor Simpson said that would be (handled) administratively. 

Council Member Swart said he wanted people to understand that the firearm that is being 
used in a show is actually a legitimate firearm that could also be used to take somebody 
down if you needed to. 

Council Member BearCat asked if this would also apply to other types of weapons that 
shoot projectiles, they would have to have a special permit to do that. 

Chief Ponce replied no, only firearms are under this statute. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said, under the statute, that is correct. She said the Town's 
ordinance says, unless specifically authorized by permit; so, your ordinance currently 
covers archery, firearms, siingshots, rockets, darts, rocks and other projectile-producing 
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devices that are not permitted unless specifically authorized by a permit. She said those 
other activities are not covered by the statute. 

Town Attorney Goodwin explained that all the Parks' rules came from the ordinance. She 
said we have prepared an ordinance that incorporates the Park rules and she has added 
the weapons to it. She said that when the Council sees the ordinance, it will include 
conforming to the statute. 

Town Manager Ferguson said so basically what we are asking for this evening is if we 
are O.K. and comfortable with this discussion, that you request that the staff complete the 
modification of our rules and bring it back to Council for approval. 

Council Member Schue asked if Town Attorney Goodwin would be referencing the statute 
in the text of the ordinance. 

Town Attorney responded that the last sentence of the proposed language is, "no person 
shall discharge a firearm in a Town park, except as permitted by ARS 13-3108 GS." 

Council Member Swart said we want to have staff with our lawyer, go ahead and finalize 
the ordinance for us then. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

10. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson spoke about the upcoming League of Arizona Cities and Towns training 
session on legislative changes and will be held on June 21, 2018 at the Riggles 
Community Center at 10:00 a.m. He encouraged all the Council Members to attend. 

Mayor Simpson said we are extending invitations to mayors, vice mayors and some of 
the city staff up and down the Colorado River. 

11. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

None. 

12. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

• Report on organizations that receive Town Promotion Funds.
• Report on the Arizona Department of Water Resources recommendation on the

Colorado River Water Allocation Lease Agreement.
• Status of QUEST - Quartzsite Urban Economic Sustainability Team.

Town Manager Ferguson said regarding the Town Promotion Funds, we had, in the 
beginning, six different entities that received funds from the Town. He listed these as the 
Quartzsite Senior Center, the Quartzsite Historical Society. the Salvation Army, the 
Friends of the Quartzsite Food Bank, the Quartzsite Business Chamber and My La Paz. 
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Town Manager Ferguson said all of those entities entered into an agreement with us in 
terms of what was expected in the way of accountability and they were expected to give 
us a report on a quarterly basis and then the funds were allocated on a quarterly basis. 
He said for the most part, we did not get full compliance from all of the entities on the 
exact schedule that was set forward, but on the other hand, most of them came pretty 
close. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we only had one that did not comply until the end of the 
year and that was My La Paz. 

He said for the coming years, we need to try to make it as easy as possible because he 
does not think any one of the entities complied 100%. 

Council Member BearCat asked if all of the entities did a draw of all that was allocated to 
them, other than the Business Chamber. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied that every one of them but the Business Chamber; and 
then so far, My La Paz has not been paid. 

There was a discussion of looking at the funds as a grant, for which all the rules and 
regulations must be complied with in order to receive the funds. 

Mayor Simpson commented that the non-profits are working with volunteers and do not 
have clerical staff. He said we should come up with some provision to accommodate 
them, knowing they are working with volunteer staff. 

There was a discussion of having the recipients of the Town funds appear before the 
Council semi-annually to give ·a verbal report. 

There was a discussion of the difficulty in reporting quarterly and the need for consistent 
accountability. 

Council Member Swart said them receiving money the following year should be tied to 
what they did the previous year; so, if they are not complying, then that is one way to get 
people to be compliant, because the money comes with responsibility and accountability. 
He said it is Town money and you should have told us how the money was spent. He said 
he did not think having receipts is unreasonable. 

Town Manager Ferguson said most of them have found it to be pretty easy to submit that 
.,. "" f k .... in .... o paperwor .

There was a discussion of quarterly draws on the money. 

Council Member BearCat asked if there is a designated quarterly draw on the money, or 
if they can get it in a lump sum. 
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Town Manager Ferguson explained that we said this year, that it would be on a quarterly 
basis, but that is not what occurred in all cases. 

Vice Mayor Warner said that was because of lack of reporting. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that was correct. 

Council Member BearCat asked if they can draw their allotment now that they have 
reported. 

Mayor Simpson commented that would be a good item for the agenda. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that needed to be discussed because at this point in time, 
we have one that did not report at all and closed their doors. He said we have one that 
did not report until last week and they reported for the whole year; and then the others 
reported quarterly. 

Council Member Hager asked if there is anything in the current process where these 
entities will go through having a representative show up, go through some kind of meeting, 
or training on what we expect from them before they are awarded. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we did do that a year ago and invited everybody and they 
did not all show; then, this last year we also advised them to speak with Mindy, formerly 
of the Finance Department, if they had any questions. 

Council Member Hager expressed that it might be a good idea to tie the release of funds 
with their attendance of a meeting or a training to qualify, a mandatory meeting, to be 
compliance. 

There was a discussion of responsibility to show that we have handled the public's money 
properly. 

Town Manager Ferguson gave a report on the Arizona Department of Water Resource's 
recommendation on the Colorado River Water Allocation Lease Agreement, which was 
not to recommend approval of that lease. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we need to set up a meeting on how we choose to respond. 

Town Manager Ferguson reported on QUEST stating that the group of us that have been 
asked to start the formulation of it had a meeting and we need to get another meeting 
scheduled here within this next week. He said he needs to sit down with our attorney soon 
and get a format for the initial group to review. 

Town Manager Ferguson gave out a copy of his letter to the La Paz Economic 
Development group letting them know that we have formed our own organization. 

13. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Page 11 of12 

061218 �ite Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 



Standards for Town Promotion Funds - everyone agreed to this item. 

Using the sign at the former Ted's Truck Stop- several Council Members concurred. 

The Bouse Egg Plant, their Phase II expansion and a job fair in Quartzsite, as well as 
look into transportation for workers from Quartzsite to the Egg Farm. Town Manager 
Ferguson said we will put something on there for a discussion of that. 

The appointment of a Council Member to the League's board. Town Manager Ferguson 
said he would concur and put it on a future agenda so that the Council could determine 
how they want to select somebody to represent the Town of Quartzsite on the board. 
Council Member Swart agreed. 

Council Member BearCat asked that the Council revisit having no weapons that can emit 
projectiles. Council Member Swart concurred. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:37 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 12, 2018 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on June 12, 2018. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 26th day of June 2018 

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

�� '  
Norm Simpson,Mayo 
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